Merrimack Special Education Support Group
September 21, 2010

The meeting began with attendee introductions.  Barbara Publicover then discussed the groups’ upcoming workshops in collaboration with the School District for 2010/2011.  The workshops for the year are as follows:
October 19, 2010
Learning the Signs: An Information Session on Children’s Mental Health
November 17, 2010
Overview of Special Education in Merrimack
January 25, 2011-
Support for Siblings of Children with Special Needs
March 29, 2011
Learning Strategies
There was discussion about additional workshops topics that were being considered for the year.  One workshop was regarding Transition from high school for special education students.  This topic was brought before the group late last year.  The group was unable to schedule it last year due to timing issues.  Another topic was about presenting the “Around the World of Special Education” workshop offered by the Parent Information Center (PIC).  Barbara was to follow up with PIC on possible dates.
Barbara discussed that the state results of the 2009/2010 NH Parent Involvement Statewide Survey were released.  Although the individual results for Merrimack had not been released, the state results for both the preschool and school age groups had increased from 15% (2008/2009) to 19% (2009/2010).  Merrimack results would be released to the group once David St. Jean had received them and they were presented to the school board.
Discussion followed regarding making sure we had a good representation of all the district schools within the group.  Attendees felt that most schools were being represented.
Group members had expressed interest in a student information sheet that had been discussed at a previous meeting.  Barbara presented an example of one type that could be used to help create a snapshot of the student.  A couple of attendees described their success in using the information sheets with their child’s teachers.  Discussion followed regarding making sure ancillary departments such as library, nurse, etc. get a copy of the information sheet so that every one involved with the child is in the loop.

